
 

 

 
 

MINUTES 

TOWN OF AMHERST 

DESIGN ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

December 12, 2024 

6:00 PM 

  

 

DRAFT 
 

 

The regular meeting of the Town of Amherst Design Advisory Board was called to order by 

Chair Giuliani on Thursday, December 12, 2024 at 5:57 pm in the Council Chambers of the 

Town of Amherst Municipal Building, 5583 Main Street, Williamsville, New York.   

ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Duncan M. Black Town of Amherst Vice Chairperson Present  

Dal Giuliani Town of Amherst Chairperson Present  

Marissa Colucci Town of Amherst Member Present  

Peter Talty Town of Amherst Member Present  

Tracy Conhiser-Uy Town of Amherst Member Present  

Jacqualine Berger Town of Amherst Councilmember Present  

Anne Dafchik Town of Amherst Architect Present  

Dan Howard Town of Amherst Planning Director Present  

Gary Palumbo Town of Amherst Associate Planner Present  

Rachel Boerschig Town of Amherst Clerk-Typist Present  

 

DESIGN REVIEW APPLICATIONS 

1.1. DESIGN REVIEW, SP-2024-09; PROPOSED RESTAURANT WITH DRIVE-THRU (7 BREW) 
Property Located at 3999 Maple Road  
Mannik & Smith Group, Inc., Petitioner 

Project Description: 

The proposed project is a 770 square foot drive-through coffee shop (7 Brew) with an ancillary 

286 square foot external cooler structure.  The Site Plan includes sidewalks, a seating area, 

parking, utility improvements, and site lighting/landscaping.  The site is primarily drive-thru 
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service with mainly employees entering the building, however, accommodations have been 

added for “walk-up area” to accommodate pedestrians. 

 

Julia Chen represented the petitioner, explained the proposal and was available to answer 

questions from the Board. Wade Harden presented the materials to the Board and was also 

available for questions. John Iski was available for questions as the franchise.  

 

General Discussion:  

Mr. Black noted potential cross traffic and the limited parking spots. He inquired about how long 

the average wait would be. Mr. Harden clarified the parking spaces are for employees only and 

most customers will use the drive-thru. He assured the Design Advisory Board most customers 

will wait on the lot for about two to three minutes due to their business model. Ms. Chen stated 

they considered reversing the traffic flow but an existing transformer and vehicles’ turn 

radiuses made this the better option. Ms. Chen and Mr. Harden also confirmed this design 

accounted for the Town of Amherst’s plans to improve the adjacent intersection.  

 

Mr. Black acknowledged the improvements they made to the site from their first submittal. He 

added the design does not quite match the base-middle-cap style included in the Design 

Guidelines for Mixed-Use Districts, but is so unique that it acts as a pleasant break from other, 

more typical commercial buildings in the area.  

 

Ms. Conhiser-Uy inquired about the access and procedures for pedestrians. Mr. Harden 

identified the required pedestrian walk-up window but most customers will utilize the drive-

thru. Ms. Conhiser-Uy was still concerned pedestrians will be confused by the new business 

model and recommended additional directional signage for pedestrian traffic. The petitioners 

agreed understaffing is a risk and thus more signage could be helpful.  

 

Ms. Conhiser-Uy and Ms. Colucci were worried cars may try to park to wait for their drinks 

despite the site’s layout. Mr. Harden explained that employees, as they take orders, will help 

direct the traffic. Ms. Chen added that there are directional blue arrow markings on the 

pavement but acknowledged they may be covered in snow. The Board recommended additional 

signage for vehicle traffic.  

 

Ms. Colucci noted the northern bench should be moved beneath the canopy to be protected 

from weather. Also, with various elevations for the multiple materials, she recommended the 

cornices of the cooler building be heightened to match those on the main building. Finally, she 

asked for clarification regarding the windows on the cooler building. Mr. Harden confirmed they 

are spandrel, which should screen the machinery. Gary Palumbo, Associate Planner, noted that 

the petitioners are seeking variances from the Zoning Board of Appeals from transparency and 

height requirements.  

 

Mr. Talty asked about the parking for employees. Mr. Harden explained most employees will 

park before peak hours but if they had to wait in the queue to park, it would not take long.  

 

Mr. Talty noted the sidewalk only reaches the handicap parking spot so he recommended they 

extend it to half or all the parking spots to better protect employees. Ms. Chen stated that they 

worked diligently to meet the landscaping requirements were met and this could make them 

incompliant. Although Mr. Palumbo stated both must be met, Ms. Conhiser-Uy suggested the 

walkway instead cross the drive-thru near Bailey Avenue. Ms. Chen pointed out the sidewalk 

would not fit with the planned intersection improvements. The petitioners worried altering the 

landscaping would require more variances and delay their timeline. Mr. Palumbo and Dan 

Howard, Planning Department Director, noted that this was a site plan issue and the Planning 

Department Landscape Architect would help them.  
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Mr. Giuliani asked about the green space as a sitting area that Mr. Harden clarified was a utility 

space, which pedestrians would be discouraged from approaching. Mr. Giuliani then asked 

about bakery items and Mr. Harden confirmed they primarily a hot drink business with only a 

few non-beverage items. Mr. Giuliani thanked them for their cooperation.  

 

Mr. Talty asked if the materials on the main and cooler buildings were the same and if the 

canopy would be large enough for the bench. Mr. Haden confirmed the materials would be the 

same. Ms. Conhiser-Uy and Ms. Colucci estimated the canopy should be large enough to 

accommodate the bench.  

 

Mr. Howard thanked the petitioners for attending the meeting despite the hazardous driving 

conditions. Mr. Iski thanked the Board for their time and stated they are excited to open the 

business in the next several months.  

  

 

Application Checklist Review: 

The Board reviewed the Application Checklist to determine the application’s adherence to the 

Design Guidelines and had the following comments and/or recommendations for each section: 

 

A-1 – Pedestrian Access and Connectivity: 

The Board stated the sidewalk should be extended to some or all the parking spaces to improve 

the safety of the employees or patrons getting out of their vehicles.  

 

A-2 – Outdoor Amenity Space:  

Ms. Colucci recommended the bench moved under the canopy to protect pedestrians from 

weather. 

 

A-3 – Bicycle Amenities:  

Mr. Talty noted a bike rack can also fulfill the public art guideline.  

 

A-4 – Public Art:  

Mr. Talty noted a bike rack can also fulfill the public art guideline. 

 

A-5 – Site Landscaping: No comments. 

 

A-6 – Sustainable Features: No comments.  

 

A-7 – Residential Transitions:  

Mr. Giuliani noted the dumpster had appealing screening. Mr. Talty asked if the materials on 

the dumpster matched those of the building and Ms. Chen confirmed they are the same.  

 

B-1 – Façade: No comments. 

 

B-2 – Entryways:  

The Board indicated there should be additional signage to direct pedestrians to the order 

window. 

 

B-3 – Windows: No comments. 

 

B-4 – Roofs and Architectural Details:  

The cornices of the main and cooler buildings should match in style and height. 

 

B-5 – Street Level Interest:  

Mr. Giuliani and Mr. Black noted the building’s design is very unusual and interesting. 
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B-6 – Sustainable Building Features: No comments. 

 

B-7 – Building Materials: No comments. 

 

C-1 – Open Space: No comments. 

 

C-2 – Sidewalk:  

The Board reiterated their comments regarding the sidewalk. 

 

C-3 – Curb Zone: No comments. 

 

Recommendations:  

The Board then reviewed their recommendations to the Planning Board.  

 

1. The plans include a bench on the north side of the building under the canopy. 

 

2. The plans include pedestrian-oriented directional signage to enhance the identification and of 

the walk-up window. 

 

3. The building plans provide cornices on the cooler structure to match (in height) cornices on 

the main building.   

 

4. The plans provide a sidewalk serving parking spaces be extended to provide safe pedestrian 

access between the building and parking spaces. 

 

5. The internal circulation be enhanced with signage and/or pavement markings to avoid 

turning conflicts in the one-way circulation pattern.   

 

6. The inclusion of a custom coffee-centric artistic bike rack be included in plans. 

 

Mr. Black moved that the proposed site and building design recommendations will adequately 

address the Town’s Design Guidelines for Mixed-use Development. The motion was seconded by 

Mr. Talty and carried. Ayes 5, Noes 0, Abstain 0, Absent 0. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

2.1. PROPOSED 2025 DESIGN ADVISORY BOARD CALENDAR 

The Amherst Planning Department staff presented the proposed 2025 calendar.  

 

Ms. Colucci moved to approve the calendar. The motion was seconded by Mr. Talty and carried. 

Ayes 5, Noes 0, Abstain 0, Absent 0. 

OTHER COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None. 

MINUTES APPROVAL 

May 23, 2024 
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Ms. Conhiser-Uy moved to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Mr. Black and 

carried. Ayes 5, Noes 0, Abstain 0, Absent 0. 

 

Gary Palumbo, Associate Planner, thanked both Chairman Giuliani and Member Black on behalf 

of the Town of Amherst staff for their service on several public boards and committees.  

 

Mr. Giuliani expressed his gratitude to be able to serve the Town of Amherst for years. He 

thanked the other Design Advisory Board members and the Amherst Planning Department staff 

for their efforts as well.  

ADJOURNMENT 

The Design Advisory Board meeting of December 12, 2024 was adjourned at 7:05 pm.  
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770

                                                           The site will be primarily drive-thru service, with

a lesser-used walk-up option, and only employees entering the building. Site

landscaping and buffering will be added, decreasing the total impervious area of the

parcel to only 45.26%
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                               The building will be accessible only to employees but there will be

a designated walk-up area to accommodate pedestrians. There will also be 1 bike

rack and 1 bench so that patrons can enjoy their drinks.

                                                                                                      There will also be 1

bike rack and 1 bench so that pedestrians can enjoy their drinks.
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We have included a bench and
landscaped area for pedestrians to
enjoy.

This amenity space is near the
connection to the existing sidewalk

The main pedestrian door that faces
maple has a sidewalk directly from
the public existing sidewalk, and the
provided bench will be accessible to
all.

We have added a bike rack near
our connection to the existing
sidewalk to encourage bicyclists to
use the space.
The initial design of the patio and
amenity space has been expanded
to meet and exceed the town's
minimum requirements for a bike
rack.

Applicant proposes to provide custom
artistic bike rack, reflective of a coffee cup or
coffee-centric design.
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The building design consists of
Nichiha fiber cement panels. We
are using two complementary but
contrasting colors that create a
well defined base and middle.
The canopy and curved roof add
a unique element as well as
clearly define the cap.

The facade on Maple Road
demonstrates a variety of 
treatments with fiber cement,
giving a masonry appearance in
two tones, windows and metal
roof.

The elevations have a variety of
materials and integrate windows
in a consistent rhythm to create a
visual interest for pedestrians
and travelers alike.

The door facing Maple Road is a
sliding door that will allow
employees to have quick access to
be able to serve costumers, these
integrate well with the architecture
and style of the building.
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Windows have been integrated to
comply with transparency
requirements. The windows are
sized appropriately to compliment
the architecture of the building and
mesh well with the surrounding
buildings.

There are windows on all street
facing facades and the drive-thru
facing facade.

Windows are trimmed with white
metal which compliments the
building architecture.
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The proposed building is
consistent with the quality of the
architecture of the area.

The proposed building integrates
a cornice that enhances the
building design.

BUILDING LIGHTING PROVIDED
UNDER CANOPY, ALONG PERIMETER
OF ROOF AND CANOPY PROFILES, AS
WELL AS ILLUMINATED BUILDING
SIGNAGE

Building is setback from the
street.
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Building exterior materials consist of
Nichiha, a durable fiber cement
product (5/8" thick) that looks like
brick, along with metal canopies.

Both Nichiha and the metal used
for the canopies are long-lasting
building materials.

No decorative masonry is
proposed.

No EIFS is proposed.

N/A

ALL WALLS FACE COMMERCIAL USES.
FINISH MATERIALS ARE CONSISTENT
THROUGHOUT ALL SIDES OF
BUILDING; FURTHERMORE, COOLER
IS CLAD IN SAME FINISHES AS
PRIMARY BUILDING.

1.1.a

Packet Pg. 17

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 D

A
B

 A
p

p
lic

at
io

n
 S

P
-2

02
4-

09
  (

29
74

8 
: 

S
P

-2
02

4-
09

, 3
99

9 
M

ap
le

 R
d

., 
M

an
n

ik
 &

 S
m

it
h

 G
ro

u
p

, I
n

c.
)



The open space on site is intended to
be a landscaped area, with amenity
spaces on the north side of the site

There is a bench for pedestrians
to use on the north side of the
site, as well as a bicycle rack to
encourage bicyclists to also use
the space.

We are adding additional
open/green space in comparison to
existing, which will contribute to
planned open space.

We are adding a large amount of
open space in the southern portion
of the site, which will connect to
neighboring open spaces.

The existing site is completely
impervious: pavement and debris,
which is to be removed, however, we
are keeping the open space to the
South as green space.
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7 BREW
3999 MAPLE ROAD

AMHERST, NEW YORK
PREPARED FOR

BREWTOPIA BUFFALO, LLC
34050 SOLON ROAD, SUITE 500

SOLON, OH 44139

INDEX OF SHEETS

PROJECT CONTACTS
DEVELOPER & APPLICANT
BREWTOPIA BUFFALO, LLC
GAURAV AGGARWAL
34050 SOLON ROAD, SUITE 105
SOLON, OH 44139

CIVIL ENGINEER & PETITIONER
JULIA CHEN
THE MANNIK & SMITH GROUP, INC.
20600 CHAGRIN BLVD, SUITE 500
SHAKER HEIGHTS, OH 44122

SITE DATA

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

ALL THAT TRACT OR PARCEL OF LAND, SITUATE IN THE TOWN OF AMHERST, COUNTY OF ERIE
AND STATE OF NEW YORK, BEING PART OF LOT 84, TOWNSHIP 12, RANGE 7 OF THE HOLLAND
LAND COMPANY'S SURVEY AND MORE PARTICULARLY BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:

BEGINNING AT THE POINT OF INTERSECTION OF THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF MAPLE ROAD WITH
THE WESTERLY LINE OF BAILEY AVENUE, RUNNING THENCE SOUTHERLY ALONG THE WESTERLY
LINE OF BAILEY AVENUE 365 FEET; THENCE WESTERLY PARALLEL WITH THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF
MAPLE ROAD 120 FEET; THENCE NORTHERLY PARALLEL WITH THE WESTERLY LINE OF BAILEY
AVENUE 365 FEET TO THE SOUTHERLY LINE OF MAPLE ROAD; THENCE EASTERLY ALONG THE
SOUTHERLY LINE OF MAPLE ROAD 120 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

ENGINEER'S SEAL

APPROVED:
AARON C HACKER, P.E.
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER #6201061397

DATE: 11-19-24

APPROVALS

TRILON SERVICE, NY, INC. AND
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PROPOSED SITE LAYOUT LEGEND

STANDARD DUTY ASPHALT PAVEMENT
PER DETAIL

HEAVY DUTY ASPHALT PAVEMENT
PER DETAIL

HEAVY DUTY CONCRETE PAVEMENT
PER DETAIL

BUILDING CANOPY

CONCRETE SIDEWALK PER DETAIL

PROPOSED ROW FROM FUTURE ROAD WIDENING

BIKE RACK - GAME TIME INC MODEL #f7700

SIGN

BOLLARD

POLE MOUNTED SITE LIGHT

HANDI-CAP PARKING SYMBOL

DIRECTIONAL ARROW PVMT. MARKING

PARKING SPACES

SITE LAYOUT CODED NOTE#

#

50              25            0                             50                         100
1"=50'

VEHICLE TURNS

F150 - BOTH LANES FROM NORTH F150 - BOTH LANES FROM SOUTH

GARBAGE TRUCK - FRONT LOADER
FROM EITHER DIRECTION

BOX TRUCK FROM EITHER DIRECITON
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LUMINAIRE SCHEDULE

SYMBOL CATEGORY QUANTITY MANUFACTURER CATALOG NUMBER DESCRIPTION LUMENS PER
LAMP FINISH HEIGHT

AREA
LIGHT 1

COOPER
LIGHTING

SOLUTIONS

PRV-C25-D-UNV-T3-SA-BZ-
HSS-OA/RA1014

LUMARK PREVAIL LED POLE
AREA LIGHT FIXTURE WITH TYPE

III ASYMMETRIC WIDE
DISTRIBUTION. ZERO UPLIGHT

AND REAR SHIELDING

ABSOLUTE BRONZE 20'

AREA
LIGHT 3

COOPER
LIGHTING

SOLUTIONS

PRV-C25-D-UNV-T3-SA-BZ-
HSS-OA/RA1014

LUMARK PREVAIL LED POLE
AREA LIGHT FIXTURE WITH TYPE

III ASYMMETRIC WIDE
DISTRIBUTION. ZERO UPLIGHT

AND REAR SHIELDING

ABSOLUTE BRONZE 20'

WALL/BLDG
PACK 1 VWP

VWP H - L30/740 - T3 - DBZ
- SDGL - EM4W/PC - DIM -

UNV
SEE MEP PLANS FOR

ADDITIONAL
INFORMAITON

VWP DIMMABLE LED VOLTAIRE
ARCHITECTURAL HORIZONTAL

WALL PACK WITH TYPE III
ASYMMETRIC WIDE

DISTRIBUTION. ZERO UPLIGHT,
REAR SHIELDING, AND

TEMPERED GLASS LENS

ABSOLUTE DARK BRONZE 7'-10"

CANOPY
LIGHT 32 HALO

SMD6R69SWH
SEE MEP PLANS FOR

ADDITIONAL
INFORMAITON

6" ROUND SURFACE MOUNT
DOWNLIGHT ABSOLUTE WHITE 8'-11"

POLE FIXTURE SCHEDULE

MANUFACTURER QUANTITY CATALOG
NUMBER HEIGHT (FT)

POLE
SHAFT SIZE

(O.D. IN)

WALL
THICKNESS

(IN)
DRILL

MOUNTING EPA FINISH

LITHONIA LIGHTING 1 RSS-18-2-3B-DB
XLD

18' POLE ON A 2'
CONCRETE BASE 3 0.12 ANCHOR

BOLTS 3.4 BLACK

LITHONIA LIGHTING 3 RSS-18-2-3B-DB
XLD

18' POLE ON A 2'
CONCRETE BASE 3 0.12 ANCHOR

BOLTS 3.4 BLACK

3"

3"
 T

YP
IC

AL

2'-0"

5'-
6"

TYPICAL FOUNDATION DETAIL FOR 16'-0"

4000 PSI CONCRETE

GALVANIZED STEEL ANCHOR
BOLTS TO BE PROVIDED BY
THE POLE MANUFACTURER 3/4" X 8' COPPER CLAD STEEL GROUND ROD WITH #4 BARE

SOLID COPPER GROUND WIRE TO  GROUND TERMINAL IN POLE.
SCHEDULE 40 PVC CONDUIT TO
ADJACENT POLE, AS REQUIRED, TYP.

BOLT PATTERN AND BOLT PROJECTION
ABOVE FOOTING AS SUPPLIED BY THE
POLE MANUFACTURER.

NOTE: ALL REBAR SHALL HAVE A
MINIMUM OF 3" CONCRETE ENCASEMENT.

7-#4
VERTICAL
REBARS

1" SCHEDULE 40 PVC CONDUIT WITH
STANDARD RADIUS FOR GROUNDING

PROPOSED POLE, PAINTED BLACK

NOT TO SCALE

COMPACTED OR UNDISTURBED EARTH

6-#6 VERTICAL REBARS

CADWELD CONNECTION
6-#5 TIE BARS @ 1' TYPICAL

1" CHAMFER, TYPICAL

HANDHOLE PER MFG'S SPECIFICATIONS

PROPOSED GRADE, TYPICAL

#4
TIE
BAR 1.5'
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LANDSCAPE CODE REQUIREMENTS

LANDSCAPE PLANT LIST

LEGEND
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DECIDUOUS TREE PLANTING DETAIL

EVERGREEN TREE PLANTING DETAIL

MASS SHRUB PLANTING DETAIL (B&B OR CONTAINER)
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A2.2
2

A2.1
1

A2.2
1

A2.1
2

1
A3.1

367 SF
101

SERVICE AREA

53 SF
102
TOILET

1
A3.2

ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT; 
SEE ELECTRICAL DWGs

15' - 0"

34
' -

 0
"

CANOPY TO BE PROVIDED 
AND INSTALLED BY BUILDING 
MANUFACTURER

KNOX KEY BOX

6'-0" EDELMAN-LYON MANUAL 
DOOR - GT 1175 SINGLE SLIDE

1" INSULATED TEMPERED THERMAL 
WINDOWS w/ LOW-E GLASS, 
CLEAR. THERMAL WINDOW, INC. 
550-FX-CW80

6'-0" EDELMAN-LYON MANUAL 
DOOR - GT 1175 SINGLE SLIDE

1" INSULATED TEMPERED THERMAL 
WINDOWS w/ LOW-E GLASS, CLEAR. 
THERMAL WINDOW, INC. 550-FX-
CW80

21.5"x45" CRAWL SPACE 
ACCESS HATCH

101a

101b 101c

A5.1
1

A

BB

101d

C

P2

BOLLARDS, REFER TO CIVIL

BOLLARDS, REFER TO CIVIL

MOP SINK - RE: PLBG DWGs

PL-2 (HIGH) & PL-1 (LOW) OVER 3" 
RIGID INSULATION OVER LT GA 
STUDS. SEE EXTERIOR ELEVATIONS

P3

101e

44 SF
103

CORRIDOR

5'
 - 

3 
3/

4"

102

P2 2' - 0"

6"

DOWNSPOUT OUTLET

7' - 10 1/2"

COLUMN DISCHARGE

COLUMN DISCHARGE

COLUMN DISCHARGE

COLUMN DISCHARGE

6
A3.1

REMOTE COOLER. 
REFER TO CIVIL PLANS 
FOR LOCATION.

SPANDREL GLASS

1
A3.1

1
A3.2
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MECH. ACCESS
ROOM

15' - 0"

9'
 - 
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"

2' - 0"

11
"

STEP; CENTER ON DOOR

ROUND STOREFRONT SIGN - 
SUPPLIED AND INSTALLED BY 
SIGN CONTRACTOR

201

27.5"x56.5" FOLDING 
ACCESS LADDER

3' - 1"

5'
 - 

8 
1/

2"

GUARDRAIL

101
SERVICE AREA

102
TOILET

101a

101b 101c

PROTECT-ALL VINYL FLOORING 
AND COVE BASE 
THROUGHOUT SERVICE AREA 
AND TOILET

101d
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CORRIDOR
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3/
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102

ROOM FINISH SCHEDULE
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RM NO. RM NAME FLR BASE CLG
WALLS

TOP RT BOT LT

102

SERVICE AREA

TOILET
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F1

B1

B1

W1/2

W1

W1/2

W1

W1

W1

W1/2

W1

C1

C1

201 MECH ACCESS RM F2 B2 W3 W3 W3 W3 C2

FINISH LEGEND:

FLOORS

F1 PROTECT-ALL VINYL

F2 UNFINISHED PLYWOOD

BASE

B1 METAL COVE BASE

B2 NONE

WALLS

W1 STRATIFICATO WALL PANELS

W2 ALUM STOREFRONT SYSTEM

W3 EXPOSED STRUCTURE

CEILINGS

C1 VINYL CLAD ACOUSTICAL TILES

C2 EXPOSED STRUCTURE

CLG HGT

8' - 6 7/8"

8' - 6 7/8"

VARIES

NOTES:                                                                                                                      
1. CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HAVING A THOROUGH KNOWLEDGE OF THE LANDLORDS CRITERIA PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION. FAILURE TO ACCOUNT HIMSELF WITH 

THIS KNOWLEDGE DOES NOT RELIEVE HIM FROM ANY RESPONSIBILITY.

2. CONTRACTOR SHALL THOROUGHLY VERIFY ALL EXISTING CONDITIONS PRIOR TO BIDDING AND CONSTRUCTION. ALL DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN EXISTING CONDITIONS 
AND THESE DOCUMENTS SHALL BE REPORTED IMMEDIATELY TO THE ARCHITECT.

3. REFER TO FINISH SCHEDULE ON G0.1 FOR FLOOR AND CEILING INTERIOR FINISH CLASSIFICATION.

103 CORRIDOR F1 B1 W1 W1 W1 W1 C1 8' - 6 7/8"

ANCHOR WALL TO 
BOTTOM OF STRUCTURE

VINYL CLAD ACOUSTIC 
TILES

BATT INSULATION

5/8" MEG WALL 
PANELS TO 
BOTTOM OF 
STRUCTURE.

P2 USES 6" METAL STUDS

P1 USES 3-1/2" METAL STUDS

P3 USES 4" METAL STUDS
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 RESPONSE LETTER TO REVIEW COMMENTS  

+1 (417) 530-4321                    2215 W. Chesterfield Blvd, STE 01         www.kineticdd.com 

Springfield, MO 65807 

 

 

Review Comment: Plumbing Inspector 

 

1.  A-1a. Pedestrian Access and Connectivity – Internal Walkway: No additional staff 

comment.  

Response: Noted. 

 

2.  A-1b. Pedestrian Access and Connectivity – Connect to Public: It appears a 

sidewalk has been proposed that connects the ROW sidewalk to the employee entrance 

of the building – but only from North Bailey and not from Maple Road.  

Response: Sidewalk has been moved from North Bailey to connect to Maple Road. There 

is a sidewalk to connecting to Maple Road only because this is the direction of the front 

door, where customers are able to walk up and order their drinks. 

 

3.  A-1c. Pedestrian Access and Connectivity – Pedestrian Access: Guideline not 

applicable, as no internal blocks are created.  

Response: Noted. 

 

4.  A-2a. Outdoor Amenity Space – Useful Amenity Space: No response by applicant 

as to how the guideline will be met. Please consider adding a landscaped seating area to 

the west or northwest of the coffee shop where employees or walk-up patrons can sit 

outdoors. An alternative is to re-purpose a portion of the rear (south) parking lot as an 

amenity space for drive-thru patrons to park and use.  

Response: Much more landscaping has been added throughout the site, including in the 

northeast corner of the proposed right of way, to make the space more beautified and 

welcoming. A bench has been added near a landscaped area northeast of the building. 

This will encourage customers to order their drinks and sit down to enjoy them. 

 

 

 

 

To: Town of Amherst  
City PN: SP-2024-09 

Date: November 20, 2024 

No. of Pages: 8 
(Including this one)  

 

Arch PN: 24322 7BAN 

Project: 7 Brew – Amherst, NY 

Address: 3999 Maple Road 

 

Subject: Review Comments and responses, Cycle 1, dated 10/18/24 from 

Town of Amherst – DAB Review 
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 RESPONSE LETTER TO REVIEW COMMENTS  

+1 (417) 530-4321                    2215 W. Chesterfield Blvd, STE 01         www.kineticdd.com 

Springfield, MO 65807 

 

5.  A-2b. Outdoor Amenity Space – Connected Public Amenities: No response by 

applicant as to how the guideline will be met. No additional staff comment See A-1a.  

Response: The site sidewalk added connects existing public sidewalk along Maple to the 

added bike rack and bench with additional landscaping to welcome pedestrians or 

cyclists.  

 

6.  A-2c. Outdoor Amenity Space – Less Privatization: No response by applicant as to 

how the guideline will be met. See A2a. – No additional staff comment.  

Response: There are no walls, fences, or gates that keep the site private, instead, we make 

sure to connect to the existing public sidewalk and facilitate cyclists with a bike rack for 

anyone’s use. 

 

7.  A-3a. Bicycle Amenities – Paths: No response by applicant as to how the guideline 

will be met.  

Response: There is a proposed sidewalk to connect the site pavement, which holds the 

proposed bike rack, to Maple Road’s existing sidewalk. 

 

8.  A-3b. Bicycle Amenities – Features: No response by applicant as to how the 

guideline will be met. Bicycle racks are missing, which is also required by zoning (203-5A9-

1-1 B). While this is a drive-through establishment, employees may ride bikes to get to 

work? 

Response: There is a proposed bike rack north of the building, right next to the sidewalk 

that connects to the existing Maple Road sidewalk. 

 

9.  A-4a. Public Art: No response by applicant as to how the guideline will be met.  

Response: Applicant proposes to provide custom artistic bike rack, reflective of a coffee 

cup or coffee-centric design. The publicly-accessible bike rack will be designed and 

located to accommodate the minimum required bicycle parking space dimensions of 1.5 

feet by 6 feet and will be comprised of durable materials. Furthermore, the incorporation 

of public art into the bike rack design provides a functional, yet artistic, site feature that 

activates and compliments the outdoor amenity space. 

 

10.  A-5a: Site Landscaping – Existing Trees: Guideline not applicable as there is little to 

no existing vegetation on site.  

Response: Noted. 

 

11.  A-5b. Site Landscaping – Green Infrastructure: No additional staff comment.  

Response: Noted. 
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 RESPONSE LETTER TO REVIEW COMMENTS  

+1 (417) 530-4321                    2215 W. Chesterfield Blvd, STE 01         www.kineticdd.com 

Springfield, MO 65807 

 

12.  A-5c. Site Landscaping – Design Continuity: A variety of 14 new trees have been 

noted on landscape plan, along with other plantings. Proposed landscaping appears to 

enhance the property – where it is shown. However, the plans do not clearly indicate 

what will replace the existing pavement areas in the southern and western portions of the 

site. Some of this area could be put into landscaping, and possibly provide usable open 

space or seating area for patrons.  

Response: Southern and Western portions of site proposed landscaping provides 

screening of vehicular use area from adjacent public streets or neighboring properties. 

Additionally, the Southern portion of the site has a proposed lawn area. A bench is 

provided in the open space adjacent to the proposed building, however, additional 

seating has not be places near the southern portion of the site to avoid loitering and/or 

customer congregation near the back-of-house of neighboring sites, especially since 

there are several utilities in the area (transformers, poles, etc.). 

 

13. A-5d. Site Landscaping – Tree Species: Small ornamental trees should be replaced 

with large shade trees.  

Response: Large deciduous shade trees have been added to landscape plan. 

 

14.  A-6a. Sustainable Features – Low Impact Development: The proposed 

development will have a smaller footprint and provide more landscaping over the 

previous use.  

Response: Noted. 

 

15.  A-6b. Sustainable Features – Landscaping: Landscaping appears to address this 

goal, however, no landscaping or groundcover is specified along the southern edge or 

western edge of the site.  

Response: Landscaping and lawn areas specified along Western and Southern edges of 

site. 

 

16.  A-6c. Sustainable Features – Material: The proposed development will have a 

smaller footprint and provide more landscaping over the previous use.  

Response: Noted. 

 

17.  A-6d. Sustainable Features – Reuse: No additional Staff Comments.  

Response: Noted. 

 

18.  A-7a. Residential Transitions – Transitional Design: Guideline not applicable.  

Response: Noted. 

 

19.  A-7b. Residential Transitions – Wall/Fence: Guideline not applicable. 

Response: Noted. 

 

20.  A7-c. Residential Transitions – Transitional Palette: Guideline not applicable.  

Response: Noted. 
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 RESPONSE LETTER TO REVIEW COMMENTS  

+1 (417) 530-4321                    2215 W. Chesterfield Blvd, STE 01         www.kineticdd.com 

Springfield, MO 65807 

 

Review Comment: Public Realm Guidelines 

 

1.   C-1a. Open Space – Central Location: For this site, the open space or outdoor 

amenity would be better provided between the building and the adjacent roadways, or 

at the southern end of the property adjacent to the new parking layout.  

Response: Seating and a bike rack have been added for amenities near the building and 

connecting to the existing sidewalks for pedestrians and cyclists. There is a landscaped 

area on the south side of the site, but we have intentionally not added amenities in this 

area to avoid encouraging pedestrians and/or customers to congregate near neighboring 

back-of-house and utility connections. 

 

2.  C-1b. Open Space – Contribute to Open Space: No response by applicant as to 

how the guideline will be met. Given the existing surrounding development there is little 

opportunity to contribute to an existing open space network.  

Response: There is an open lawn area on the south side of the site that will connect to the 

open lawn area of the property south of the site. 

 

3.  C-1c. Open Space – Accessibility: Sidewalk connections should be provided to the 

sidewalks along both Maple Road and Bailey Avenue.  

Response: There is a sidewalk connection to the sidewalk along Maple Road as this leads 

pedestrian customers directly to the proposed bench, bike rack, and/or walk up order 

area. There is not a sidewalk connection to Bailey Avenue, as there is no building access 

along this face of the structure. 

 

4.  C-1d. Open Space – Scaled to Context:  NO Response by applicant as to how the 

guideline will be met. No open spaces are available on surrounding developments.  

Response: Open space has been added on the south side of the site. A smaller open 

space with a bench is also added on the north side of the site. 

 

5.  C-1e. Open Space – Natural Features: No response by applicant as to how the 

guideline will be met. Guideline is difficult to apply, as there are little to no existing natural 

features on site, or on surround developments.  

Response: As the entirety of the existing site is impervious, there are no existing natural 

features on the site to connect to, however, the southern open space of the site has been 

connected to the open space of the neighboring property. 

 

6.  C-1f. Open Space – Programming: No response by applicant as to how the 

guideline will be met. As noted for other guidelines, there are opportunities to provide 

increased open space and amenities on site.  

Response: A bench has been added in the open space north of the building to encourage 

pedestrians to sit and enjoy their coffee. 
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+1 (417) 530-4321                    2215 W. Chesterfield Blvd, STE 01         www.kineticdd.com 

Springfield, MO 65807 

 

7.  C-1g. Open Space – Amenities: No response by applicant as to how the guideline 

will be met. As noted for other guidelines, there are opportunities to provide increased 

open space and amenities on site.  

Response: A bike rack has been added near the bench proposed north of the building. 

This will encourage cyclists to sit and catch their breath while enjoying a cup of coffee. 

 

8.  C-2a. Sidewalk – Engagement: No additional staff comments, this guideline 

appears to be met for internal sidewalks.  

Response: Noted. 

 

9.  C-2b. Sidewalk – Elements: No additional staff comments, this guideline appears to 

be met for on-site sidewalks.  

Response: Noted. 

 

10.  C-2c. Sidewalk – Connection Between Uses: No response by applicant as to how 

the guideline will be met. There are no exterior amenities for sidewalks to connect.  

Response: There is a patio north of the building that connects the proposed building, bike 

rack, and bench to the existing Maple Road sidewalk. There are also sidewalks to connect 

the building to the parking area of the site and existing sidewalks along both roads. 

 

11.  C-2d. Sidewalk – Material: No additional staff comment, this guideline appears to 

be met for on-site sidewalks.  

Response: Noted. 

 

12.  C-3a. Curb Zone – Streetscape Amenities: No streetscape amenities are provided in 

the curb zoning, as suggested in C3a.1: (a) seating and other street furniture, (b) 

pedestrian-scaled lighting, (c) trash and recycling receptacles, (d) landscape planters, 

(e)bicycle parking, bicycle repair stations and bike-share station, (f) drinking fountains, or 

(g) public art.  

Response: There is a proposed bench, bike rack, and landscaping that are north of the 

building which are near the connection to the existing Maple Road sidewalk. The 

possibility of public art has been described in A-4a response. 

 

13.  C-3b. Curb Zone – Landscaping: Landscaping is not provided along curb zones 

between the public sidewalks and curbing along Bailey Avenue or along Maple Road. It is 

noted that landscaping is provided on-site along Bailey.  

Response: Landscaping has been added on-site along Maple Road. In order to comply 

with the future road widening and right-of-way expansions of both Bailey Avenue and 

Maple Road, no landscaping was added outside of this new right-of-way, in an attempt to 

allow the landscaping on-site to remain long term. 
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 RESPONSE LETTER TO REVIEW COMMENTS  

+1 (417) 530-4321                    2215 W. Chesterfield Blvd, STE 01         www.kineticdd.com 

Springfield, MO 65807 

 

Review Comment: Building Design Guidelines 

 

1.   B-1a. Façade – Defined Components: Proposed building materials do seem to 

support a well-defined base and middle with regards to façade transitions. Cap is 

somewhat defined by canopy and proposed curved roof profile/fascia. Building elevation 

and plan do no match – extent of canopy not consistent from one view to another 

(Drawing 2/A2.2 shows a split in the canopy, while plan on drawing EX-1 shows continuous 

canopy over drive through lanes). The guideline is met.  

Response: Please refer to updated color elevations and floor plan. These match and show 

a well defined base and middle as well as a cap, a cornice has been added to the cap. 

 

2.   B-1b. Façade – Variety: As a relatively small building, the proposed elevations 

appear to productively utilize several material types. The guideline is met.  

Response: Noted. 

 

3.   B-1c. Façade – Arrangement: While the large sliding doors are grouped together, it 

appears that adjacent non-operable windows have varied head-height and shape. 

Applicant might consider creating consistent datum line across the head height of 

window and door frame.  

Response: Noted, refer to updated color elevations. 

 

4.   B-2a. Entryways – Style: Guideline only applicable in infill districts.  

Response: Noted. 

 

5.   B-2b. Entryways – Main Entrance: Applicant should consider personal safety of 

employees. If they are to utilize the hinged door, they may feel their personal safety is 

compromised being in an “out of sight, out of mind” location on the property. Comment is 

general, the guideline is met.  

Response: Noted. 

 

6.   B-2c. Entryways – Accessibility: No additional staff comment.  

Response: Noted. 

 

7.   B-2d. Entryways – Transparency: No additional staff comment.  

Response: Noted. 

 

8.   B-3a. Windows – Proportional: Windows and glass doors appear to be appropriate 

given the proposed scale and use of the building. The guideline is met for the main 

building, however the cooler has no windows and sites partially in front of the coffee shop.  

Response: Please refer to updated color elevations that show windows on the cooler/dry 

storage. 

 

9.   B-3b. Windows – Continuity: No additional staff comment.  

Response: Noted. 
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 RESPONSE LETTER TO REVIEW COMMENTS  

+1 (417) 530-4321                    2215 W. Chesterfield Blvd, STE 01         www.kineticdd.com 

Springfield, MO 65807 

 

10.   B-3c. Windows – Trim: No additional staff comment.  

Response: Noted. 

 

11.   B-4a. Roof and Architectural Details – Matching Style: Existing context and 

streetscape images not provided; unable to review/confirm how this guideline will be met.  

Response: Existing photos have been included in the submittal to give context for the 

existing site. The proposed grays and cornices are similar to surrounding properties. 

 

12.   B-4b. Roof and Architectural Details – Rooflines: Curved roofline is unique.  

Response: Noted. 

 

13.  B-4c. Roof and Architectural Details – Cornices: No response by applicant as to 

how the guideline will be met.  

Response: Cornices have been added to the cap, please refer to updated color 

elevations. 

 

14.   B-4d. Roof and Architectural Details – Horizontal Elements: Existing context and 

streetscape images not provided; review/confirm how this guideline will be met.  

Response: Existing photos have been included in the submittal to give context for the 

existing site. The proposed elevations show horizontal elements of the building and how 

they brake up the façade similarly to the surrounding properties. 

 

15.   B-4e. Roof and Architectural Details – Variety: While this criteria is aimed at large 

scale buildings, it would be beneficial for this project to discuss or show material transition 

details on the façade. Is the metal wall panel flush with the brick, or does it step back one 

or two inches? 

Response: Building will be full nichiha, fiber cement, and the two tones will be flushed.  

 

16.   B-4f. Roof and Architectural Details – Lighting: Architectural lighting was not 

indicated on elevations. Is any building-mounted lighting proposed?  

Response: No building-mounted lighting, there are lights under the canopy. 

 

17.   B-5a. Street Level Interest – Building: No additional staff comment.  

Response: Noted 

 

18.   B-5b. Street Level Interest – Landscaping: Proposed landscaping appears to 

address ground level interest along one side of the building between parking and Bailey 

Avenue.  

Response: Noted. 

 

19.   B-6a. Sustainable Building Features – Water: No additional staff comment.  

Response: Noted. 

 

20.   B-6b. Sustainable Building Features – Energy: No additional staff comment. 
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 RESPONSE LETTER TO REVIEW COMMENTS  

+1 (417) 530-4321                    2215 W. Chesterfield Blvd, STE 01         www.kineticdd.com 

Springfield, MO 65807 

Response: Noted. 

 

21.   B-7a. Building Materials – Quality: The metal panel cladding appears to be durable 

and of reasonable quality. How deep is the cross-section of the proposed brick?  

Response: The building consist of Nichiha which is a durable fiber cement product. 

 

22.   B-7b. Building Materials – Durable: No additional staff comments.  

Response: Noted. 

 

23.   B-7c. Building Materials – Consistent Facades: If appears that proposed 

freezer/cooler are also clad with brick and metal wall panel materials. Applicant should 

confirm.  

Response: The cooler/dry storage will have the same materials as the main building, it will 

be Nichiha a fiber cement product. 

 

24.   B-7d. Building Materials – Masonry: No additional staff comment.  

Response: Noted. 

 

25.   B-7e. Building Materials – Match Existing: No response by applicant as to how the 

guideline will be met.  

Response: Existing photos have been included in the submittal to give context for the 

existing site. As there are not existing buildings on the site, the materials shown in the 

elevations have similar grays and styles to the surrounding properties. 

 

26.   B-7f. Building Materials – EIFS: No response by applicant as to how the guideline will 

be met.  

Response: No EIFS proposed on this building. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Ashley Feliu Rivera | AIA | NCARB 

Architect, Account Manager 
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5583 Main Street  Williamsville  New York  14221  (716) 631-7051  Fax (716) 631-7153 

Amherst 
Town of Amherst Planning Department Erie County, New York Brian J. Kulpa,  
 Supervisor 
 Daniel C. Howard, AICP 

 Planning Director 

 Daniel J. Ulatowski, AICP 

 Assistant Planning Director 

 
Draft  

Proposed Schedule of Design Advisory Board Meetings in 2025 
 

Please note the following for the Design Advisory Board (“DAB”) 2025 schedule:  

 A pre-application meeting is required with the Planning Department before a submittal 

for the Planning Board (“PB”) will be accepted. An appointment is required.  

 On-time submission does not necessarily guarantee a place on the next month’s agenda. 

After staff review, you will be notified if your project has been placed on the agenda.  

 Participation in preliminary design reviews are not currently required but are encouraged. 

Below is the latest a preliminary design review application will be accepted for a given 

meeting.  

 

 

DAB 

Design Review 

Meeting 

Associated 

Planning Board 

Meeting 
  

Thursdays Thursdays 
  

12/12/2024 1/16/2025 

1/23/2025 2/20/2025 

2/27/2025 3/20/2025 

3/27/2025 4/17/2025 

4/24/2025 5/15/2025 

5/22/2025 6/26/2025 

No June meeting No July meeting 

7/24/2025 8/21/2025 

8/28/2025 9/18/2025 

9/25/2025 10/16/2025 

10/23/2025 11/20/2025 

No November meeting No December meeting 

12/11/2025 1/15/2026 

1/22/2026 2/19/2026 

 

*Date on an irregular day due to holiday 
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