
 

 

 
 

MINUTES 

TOWN OF AMHERST 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 

December 10, 2024 

7:00 PM 

  

 

ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Catherine Waterman-Kulpa Town of Amherst Vice Chairman Late 7:02 PM 

Jennifer D. Kensy Town of Amherst Member Late 7:11 PM 

Mary Lou Mancuso Town of Amherst Member Present  

Brian Swartz Town of Amherst Chairman Present  

Norman J. Hirschey Town of Amherst Member Absent  

Jeffery Amplement Town of Amherst Member Present  

Hallie Wright Town of Amherst Member Present  

Bryan Fadel Town of Amherst Sr. Clerk Typist Present  

James Quinn Town of Amherst Assistant Planner Present  

Dan Howard Town of Amherst Planning Director Present  

 

MINUTES APPROVAL 

November 20, 2024 Minutes 
Mr. Swartz made a motion to move the November 20 minutes approval to later in the meeting. The 
motion was seconded by Ms. Wright and carried. Ayes 4, Noes 0, Absent 3 (Waterman-Kulpa, Kensy, 
Hirschey). 

 
Upon returning to the agenda item, Ms. Waterman-Kulpa made a motion to approve the minutes. The 
motion was seconded by Ms. Mancuso and carried. Ayes 4, Noes 0, Abstain 1 (Swartz), Absent 2 
(Kensy, Hirschey). 
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RESULT: APPROVED [4 TO 0] 

MOVER: Catherine Waterman-Kulpa, Vice Chairman 

SECONDER: Mary Lou Mancuso, Member 

AYES: Waterman-Kulpa, Mancuso, Amplement, Wright 

ABSTAIN: Swartz 

ABSENT: Kensy, Hirschey 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. HPC SPRING 2025 ROUNDTABLE 
The Commission discussed plans to reserve a date for another HPC roundtable in the coming 
months. 

 
Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and 
carried. Ayes 5, Noes 0, Absent 2 (Kensy, Hirschey). 

RESULT: ADJOURNED Next: 1/30/2025 7:00 PM 

2. PRESERVATION DAY 2025 
The Commission discussed plans for hosting Preservation Day in late spring of 2025 and setting up a 
small working committee to meet with Carrie Stiver of Buffalo Niagara Heritage Village. 

 
Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and 
carried. Ayes 5, Noes 0, Absent 2 (Kensy, Hirschey). 

RESULT: ADJOURNED Next: 1/30/2025 7:00 PM 

3. ANNUAL BUDGET 
The Commission discussed possible uses for their remaining 2024 funds. 

 
Mr. Swartz made a motion to return to the item later in the evening. The motion was seconded by Ms. 
Waterman-Kulpa and carried. Ayes 5, Noes 0, Absent 2 (Kensy, Hirschey). 

 
Mr. Swartz made motion to return to discussion of the annual budget. The motion was seconded by 
Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and carried. Ayes 6, Noes 0, Absent 1 (Hirschey). 

 
Upon returning to the agenda item, the Commission discussed using remaining funds for a 
membership with the Buffalo History Museum so they can utilize their library.  

 
Ms. Waterman-Kulpa made a motion to pursue a membership with the Buffalo History Museum using 
funds from the 2024 fiscal cycle. The motion was seconded by Ms. Kensy and carried. Ayes 6, Noes 
0, Absent 1 (Hirschey). 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Catherine Waterman-Kulpa, Vice Chairman 

SECONDER: Jennifer D. Kensy, Member 

AYES: Waterman-Kulpa, Kensy, Mancuso, Swartz, Amplement, Wright 

ABSENT: Hirschey 

4. 2025 CALENDAR 
The Commission reviewed tentative dates for HPC meetings in 2025 and pointed out some 
adjustments that would need to be made October through December. 
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Mr. Swartz made a motion to tentatively approve the 2025 calendar pending changes for the months 
of October to December. The motion was seconded by Ms. Mancuso and carried. Ayes 6, Noes 0, 
Absent 1 (Hirschey). 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Swartz, Chairman 

SECONDER: Mary Lou Mancuso, Member 

AYES: Waterman-Kulpa, Kensy, Mancuso, Swartz, Amplement, Wright 

ABSENT: Hirschey 

OLD BUSINESS 

5. 46 GETZVILLE ROAD (ARTHUR E. HEDSTROM ESTATE) - LOCAL LANDMARK NOMINATION 
October 8, 2024 

 

Ms. Wright introduced the landmark nomination for the Hedstrom mansion at 46 Getzville Road. The 

Commission discussed the information gathered so far and made plans to compile more information 

from additional sources. 

 

Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and 

carried. Ayes 7, Noes 0. 

 
November 20, 2024 

 

Ms. Wright presented an update on the research for the nomination.  
Ms. Waterman-Kulpa made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wright and 

carried. Ayes 6, Noes 0, Absent 1 (Swartz). 

 
December 10, 2024 

The Commission reviewed updates to the research and discussed the criteria for the property. 

 
Ms. Waterman-Kulpa made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wright and 

carried. Ayes 6, Noes 0, Absent 1 (Hirschey). 

RESULT: ADJOURNED Next: 1/30/2025 7:00 PM 

6. 4511-4521 MAIN STREET - LOCAL LANDMARK NOMINATION 
October 8, 2024 

Ms. Wright introduced the landmark nomination for the art deco plaza at 4511-4521 Main Street. The 

Commission reviewed the preliminary information and efforts to collect additional information. 

 

Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and 

carried. Ayes 7, Noes 0. 

 
November 20, 2024 

 
Ms. Wright provided an update on the research for the property. At the request of Mr. Amplement, Mr. 

Howard spoke about the mixed-use code in regards to any possible future redevelopment or 

revitalization of the area as the Commission continued to discuss the historical significance of the 

building.  

 

Ms. Waterman-Kulpa made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wright and 

carried. Ayes 6, Noes 0, Absent 1 (Swartz). 

 



Historic Preservation Commission MEETING DECEMBER 10, 2024 PAGE 4 

December 10, 2024 

 
The Commission reviewed updates to the research. 

 
Ms. Waterman-Kulpa made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wright and 

carried. Ayes 6, Noes 0, Absent 1 (Hirschey). 

RESULT: ADJOURNED Next: 1/30/2025 7:00 PM 

7. 4467 MAIN STREET - LOCAL LANDMARK NOMINATION 
May 21, 2024 

 
The Commission discussed the general information they had collected so far and decided they were 
not ready to move forward with the nomination.  

 
Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Kensy and carried. Ayes 5, 
Noes 0, Absent 2 (Waterman-Kulpa, Hirschey). 

 
June 11, 2024 

 
Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Kensy and carried. Ayes 5, 
Noes 0, Absent 2 (Waterman-Kulpa, Amplement). 

 
August 20, 2024 

 
Ms. Wright has been doing research on the property and plans were made to complete a draft for 
designation for the September meeting. 

 
Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and 
carried. Ayes 6, Noes 0, Absent 1 (Mancuso). 

 
September 10, 2024 

 
Ms. Wright has been doing research on the property. Mr. Swartz, Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and Ms. 
Wright will meet at a working session to complete what is needed so this item is ready for the October 
agenda. 

 
Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and 
carried. Ayes 7, Noes 0. 

 
October 8, 2024 

 
Mr. Swartz gave an update on the progress of the application process, including the 1932 Sanborn 

map and the architectural narrativ.e The Commission discussed the information and plans were made 

for a working session to continue working on the application. 

 

Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and 

carried. Ayes 7, Noes 0. 

 
November 20, 2024 

 
Ms. Wright provided an update on the research for the property.  

 
Ms. Waterman-Kulpa made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wright and 
carried. Ayes 6, Noes 0, Absent 1 (Swartz). 
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December 10, 2024 

 
The Commission reviewed updates to the research and Ms. Wright provided members with examples 

of Georgian Revival architecture. Jessica Black, 79 Fruehauf Avenue, inquired whether future 

replacements would adhere to the period of significance of the 1960s or to when the building was 

originally constructed. The Commission members explained that they cannot demand an owner 

return a property to its original state; instead, the benchmark is the properties current state. 

 

Ms. Waterman-Kulpa made a motion to send 4467 Main Street, Key Bank Snyder Branch, to a public 

hearing for local landmark designation under criteria 3 (embodies a distinctive character of a type, 

period or method of construction) and criteria 4 (unique location or singular physical characteristic; 

represents an established and familiar feature of the neighborhood). She reviewed that the building is 

a one-story brick Georgian Revival building constructed in 1929 with a major addition in the 1960s, 

and noted that the drive-thru is non-contributing. She also mentioned that there has been a bank on 

the corner of Main and Harlem since the days of Snyderville in the early 1800s. The public hearing 

will be January 14, 2025 at 6:30pm. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wright and carried Ayes 6, 

Noes 0, Absent 1 (Hirschey). 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Catherine Waterman-Kulpa, Vice Chairman 

SECONDER: Hallie Wright, Member 

AYES: Waterman-Kulpa, Kensy, Mancuso, Swartz, Amplement, Wright 

ABSENT: Hirschey 

8. EDUCATION PLAN - WEBSITE PLAN, PRESENTATIONS 
Mr. Quinn updated the Commission on the effectiveness of the blue-rated properties update to the 
Town website. The Commission discussed upcoming training opportunity and submitting a summary 
of their annual training. 

RESULT: NO ACTION 

MISCELLANEOUS 

9. ANNUAL PLAN 
Mr. Swartz presented the Commission with the annual plan to be submitted to the New York State 

Historic Preservation Office. 

RESULT: NO ACTION 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Historic Preservation Commission meeting of December 10, 2024 was adjourned at 

8:24pm. 



 

 

 
 

MINUTES 

TOWN OF AMHERST 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING 

November 20, 2024 

7:00 PM 

  

 

ROLL CALL 

Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Catherine Waterman-Kulpa Town of Amherst Vice Chairman Present  

Jennifer D. Kensy Town of Amherst Member Present  

Mary Lou Mancuso Town of Amherst Member Present  

Brian Swartz Town of Amherst Chairman Absent  

Norman J. Hirschey Town of Amherst Member Present  

Jeffery Amplement Town of Amherst Member Present  

Hallie Wright Town of Amherst Historian Present  

Bryan Fadel Town of Amherst Sr. Clerk Typist Present  

James Quinn Town of Amherst Assistant Planner Present  

Dan Howard Town of Amherst Planning Director Present  

 

MINUTES APPROVAL 

October 8, 2024 Minutes 
Ms. Mancuso made a motion to approve the October 8, 2024 minutes. The motion was seconded by 
Ms. Kensy and carried. Ayes 6, Noes 0, Absent 1 (Swartz). 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mary Lou Mancuso, Member 

SECONDER: Jennifer D. Kensy, Member 

AYES: Waterman-Kulpa, Kensy, Mancuso, Hirschey, Amplement, Wright 

ABSENT: Swartz 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. 46 GETZVILLE ROAD (ARTHUR E. HEDSTROM ESTATE) - LOCAL LANDMARK NOMINATION 
October 8, 2024 
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Ms. Wright introduced the landmark nomination for the Hedstrom mansion at 46 Getzville Road. The 

Commission discussed the information gathered so far and made plans to compile more information 

from additional sources. 

 

Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and 

carried. Ayes 7, Noes 0. 

 
November 20, 2024 

 
Ms. Wright presented an update on the research for the nomination.  

 
Ms. Waterman-Kulpa made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wright and 

carried. Ayes 6, Noes 0, Absent 1 (Swartz). 

RESULT: ADJOURNED Next: 12/10/2024 7:00 PM 

2. 4511-4521 MAIN STREET - LOCAL LANDMARK NOMINATION 
October 8, 2024 

Ms. Wright introduced the landmark nomination for the art deco plaza at 4511-4521 Main Street. The 

Commission reviewed the preliminary information and efforts to collect additional information. 

 

Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and 

carried. Ayes 7, Noes 0. 

 
November 20, 2024 

 

Ms. Wright provided an update on the research for the property. At the request of Mr. Amplement, Mr. 

Howard spoke about the mixed-use code in regards to any possible future redevelopment or 

revitalization of the area as the Commission continued to discuss the historical significance of the 

building.  

 
Ms. Waterman-Kulpa made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wright and 

carried. Ayes 6, Noes 0, Absent 1 (Swartz). 

RESULT: ADJOURNED Next: 12/10/2024 7:00 PM 

3. 4467 MAIN STREET - LOCAL LANDMARK NOMINATION 
May 21, 2024 

 
The Commission discussed the general information they had collected so far and decided they were 
not ready to move forward with the nomination.  

 
Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Kensy and carried. Ayes 5, 
Noes 0, Absent 2 (Waterman-Kulpa, Hirschey). 

 
June 11, 2024 

 
Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Kensy and carried. Ayes 5, 
Noes 0, Absent 2 (Waterman-Kulpa, Amplement). 

 
August 20, 2024 

 
Ms. Wright has been doing research on the property and plans were made to complete a draft for 
designation for the September meeting. 
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Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and 
carried. Ayes 6, Noes 0, Absent 1 (Mancuso). 

 
September 10, 2024 

 
Ms. Wright has been doing research on the property. Mr. Swartz, Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and Ms. 
Wright will meet at a working session to complete what is needed so this item is ready for the October 
agenda. 

 
Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and 
carried. Ayes 7, Noes 0. 

 
October 8, 2024 

 
Mr. Swartz gave an update on the progress of the application process, including the 1932 Sanborn 

map and the architectural narrativ.e The Commission discussed the information and plans were made 

for a working session to continue working on the application. 

 

Mr. Swartz made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Waterman-Kulpa and 

carried. Ayes 7, Noes 0. 

 
November 20, 2024 

 
Ms. Wright provided an update on the research for the property.  

 
Ms. Waterman-Kulpa made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Ms. Wright and 

carried. Ayes 6, Noes 0, Absent 1 (Swartz). 

RESULT: ADJOURNED Next: 12/10/2024 7:00 PM 

4. ANNUAL BUDGET 
The Commission discussed possible uses for the remaining $1499.69 of the Commission's budget. 

 
Ms. Kensy made a motion to use HPC funds to renew $150 National Alliance of Preservation 
Commissions (NAPC) membership. The motion was seconded by Mr. Hirschey and carried. Ayes 6, 
Noes 0, Absent 1 (Swartz). 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jennifer D. Kensy, Member 

SECONDER: Norman J. Hirschey, Member 

AYES: Waterman-Kulpa, Kensy, Mancuso, Hirschey, Amplement, Wright 

ABSENT: Swartz 

OLD BUSINESS 

5. EDUCATION PLAN - WEBSITE PLAN, PRESENTATIONS 
The Commission talked about the success of the HPC roundtable on November 14 and plans for 
another roundtable in the spring of 2025. 

RESULT: NO ACTION Next: 12/10/2024 7:00 PM 

MISCELLANEOUS 

6. 4357 HARLEM ROAD 
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The Commission discussed the recent demolition of 4357 Harlem Road, which was 1800 stock with 
some additions, and asked the Planning Department to look into whether the property was blue-rated. 
They also discussed reviewing to make sure all blue-rated properties are marked appropriately and if 
there are any other possible properties that may have been missed on surveys. 

RESULT: NO ACTION 

ADJOURNMENT 

The Historic Preservation Commission meeting of November 20, 2024 was adjourned at 

7:58pm. 
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Designation Application Form  Page 1 of 4 
 

LANDMARK DESIGNATION APPLICATON FORM 

TOWN OF AMHERST, NEW YORK 
 

Town of Amherst Historic Preservation Commission 

Town of Amherst Planning Department – (716) 631-7051 

 

Your name: ______________________________Telephone: __________________ Date: ____________ 

Your address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization (if any): ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

A. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 

1. Building’s common or current name: _____________________________________________________ 

2. Building’s historic name, if known: _______________________________________________________ 

3. Street location: __________________________________________________ SBL#________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

B. DESCRIPTION OF CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION OF HISTORIC LANDMARK, SITE, 
OR DISTRICT 

Applicants must clearly and thoroughly identify the criteria which is the basis for designation of a 

historic landmark, site or district.  Applications will not be considered by the Commission unless 

completed with all information deemed necessary by the Commission.  

 

Applicants must: 

 

● Indicate the criteria which is the basis of this application with a check box below 

● Provide a supporting written narrative explaining how this property meets EACH criteria 

indicated.  

● Attach supporting documentation for each criteria 

● Provide such additional documentation required by the Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Present owner & address: 

[list all owners of record and 

their addresses – use 

additional sheet if necessary] 

 

FOR USE OF  

BLDG. DEPT. ONLY 

REC’D BY _______ 

DATE __________ 

TIME __________ 

(716) 430-0330Hallie Wright

325 Berryman Dr Amherst NY 14226

Hedstrom Manor Estates

Arthur E. Hedstrom Estate: Main House

67.20-6-27.146-58 Getzville Rd
OA Multi Family Management n/a
43 central avenue 

Lancaster NY 14086
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Designation Application Form  Page 2 of 4 
 

The HPC may recommend designation of an individual property as a HISTORIC LANDMARK if 

it: 

 

_____1. Is associated with the lives of individuals, or of people, or of events significant in the 

national, state or local history. 
 
_____2. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type. a period, or a method of 

construction. 
 
_____3. Represents the work of a master architect or designer, or possesses high artistic values. 
 
_____4. Represents a significant or distinguished entity whose components may lack 

individual or special distinction. 
 
_____5. Because of a unique location or singular physical characteristic. it represents an 

established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood.  

 

The HPC may recommend designation of a property or a group of properties as a HISTORIC SITE if 

it/they: 

_____1. Contain(s) significant historical or cultural sites where buildings or structures no longer 

exist such as a battlefield, cemetery, or former transportation facility; or sites which may yield 

information important to area history or prehistory. 

The HPC may recommend designation of a group of properties as an HISTORIC DISTRICT if they: 
 
_____1. Contain properties which meet one or more of the criteria for designation as a 

landmark; or 
 
_____2. Are an area that represents several periods or styles of architecture typical of 

different areas of history; or 
 
_____3. Are an area that has several buildings of the same architectural period or style, and thus 

constitute unified architectural streetscape consistency, or a significant community uniformity 

of style; or 
 
_____4. Are an area connected with significant events or cultural happenings or 

developments involving ethnic, religious groups, or other groups of special historical 

interest; and 
 
_____5. By reason of possessing such qualities, they constitute a distinct section of the Town 

of Amherst. 
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Designation Application Form  Page 3 of 4 
 

C. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

5. Building  ___ clapboard  ___ stone  ___stucco 

    material(s):  ___ shingles  ___ cobblestone ___ board and batten 

   ___ brick  ___ logs  ___ other: _________________ 

 

6. Structural  ___ wood frame: heavy timber  ___ plank 

    system:  ___ wood frame: light members  ___ metal (explain): ________________ 

    (if known)  ___ masonry load-bearing walls          _____________________________ 
   ___ log     ___ other: _______________________ 

 

7. Condition/  ___ excellent ___ deteriorated Check one: Check one: 

     Integrity:  ___ good ___ ruins  ___ unaltered ___ original site 

   ___ fair  ___ unexposed  ___ altered ___ moved 

                  date: ___________ 

List major alterations and dates (if known):__________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Source of this information: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Threats to  ___ none known ___ development ___ deterioration 

     building:  ___ zoning  ___ roads  ___ fire 

   ___ other/comments: _______________________________________________ 

 

9. Related   __ barn  ___ carriage house ___ shop ___ well 

    outbuildings  ___ garage ___ greenhouse  ___ gardens ___ other 

    and property: ___ shed ___ privy  ___ stables ___________________ 

   Landscape feature:__________________________________________________ 

   Other:____________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Surroundings: ___ open land  ___ densely build-up ___ residential 

      (check all that  ___ woodland  ___ commercial  ___ other:_________________ 

       apply)  ___ scattered buildings ___ industrial          ______________________ 

 

11. Interrelationship of building and surroundings:____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

other

Interior and exterior renovations (unknown)  
Adaptive reuse to an apartment complex in 1949  
Enclosed porch (unknown)  
Addition of detached garages and other apartment buildings (1998)  

1. LaChiusa, Chuck . "Arthur Hedstrom Gate House." Buffalo as a Architectural Museum. ...

Stone Wall 

This mansion is directly related to the already locally landmarked Gate House located at 
4230 Main Street, Amherst, NY along with the stone fencing that spans from Main Street 
and past 100 Getzville Road. It is a mostly stone, two-and-a-half-story building that was 
built in 1904. The grounds were landscaped by Frederick Law Olmsted’s son 1924. 
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Designation Application Form  Page 4 of 4 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Other notable features of building and site (i.e. style, details, interior features if known): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant                                                                                         Date 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Print Name 

 

 

Two (2)  copies of this form and all supporting documents must arrive by 4:00 pm (end of day) two 

weeks prior to the monthly Historic Preservation Commission meeting.  Upon submission of the 

complete application, one complete PDF shall be emailed to the Town of Amherst.  Email address shall 

be provided at the time of submission.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Frederick Law Olmsted’s son landscaped the grounds in 1924.  
2. Related to two already locally landmarked buildings/ structures.  
3. Architecturally significant.  
4. Tudor Revival and Craftsman. 

09/09/2024
Signed at:
2024-09-09 20:19:52
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Designation Application Form  Page 5 of 4 
 

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE 

The Town of Amherst Historic Preservation Commission action taken: 

Motion: 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________ 

Chairpersons Signature___________________________________________________ 

Date_____________ 

CRITERIA NARRATIVES AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS MUST BE ATTACHED 
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 1 

46-60 Getzville Rd  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. Primary (South) Façade  

Figure 2. Southeast Elevation, Including Porch   
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 2 

 
  Figure 3. Southeast Elevation, Including Steps and Vinyl Siding  

Figure 4. North Elevation   

5.g

Packet Pg. 21

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 H

ed
st

ro
m

 M
an

si
o

n
 F

ig
u

re
 N

u
m

b
er

s 
  (

29
75

6 
: 

46
 G

et
zv

ill
e)



 3 

 
  

Figure 5. North Elevation and Secondary Entrance    

Figure 6. Northwest Elevation     
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 4 

 
  

Figure 7. Northwest Elevation     

Figure 8. Aerial View of Property      
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 5 

 

Figure 9. Olmsted Brothers Landscape Drawings, 1924     

Figure 10. East Elevation (side-by-side comparison)     
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 1 

1. Exemplifies or possesses special character, or historic or aesthetic interest of 
value as part of the political, economic, or social history of the Town.  

2. Is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history.  
3. Embodies the distinguishing characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or design style, or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous 
materials or craftsmanship; or is representative of the work of a design, architect, 
or builder.  

 
 

 
 

Snyderville, or now what we know as the Town of Amherst became increasingly 

popular to those nationwide along to those that would reside in the downtown 

Buffalo area. A trolly line would be installed in 1893 that would provide a connection 

between the city of Buffalo to the more suburban areas including Amherst and 

Williamsville.  

 

The Hedstrom family were one of the original families to move into the Snyderville 

area. Arthur Hedstrom inherited a company from his father, Eric in 1927. He would 

merge this with Spaulding, creating “Hedstrom-Spaulding Company.” This would be 

known as one of the largest and most successful coal companies in the Buffalo area.  

1 Not only was Arthur a successful businessman, but he was also a philanthropist, 

co-organizer, and trustee of Amherst Community Church.  

 

The home was designed and constructed as a Tudor-revival building for the Hedstrom 

family in 1904. The architect was Frederic Loverin of Loverin & Whelan, who had also 

worked with designing three structures within various Olmsted parks. 2 The grounds had 

                                            
1 Duax, Caroline. "Arthur Hedstrom Gate House." 2012. https://buffaloah.com/a/AMH/main/4196/tc.html. 
2 "The Front (Front Park)." Olmsted in Buffalo. 2012. https://www.olmstedinbuffalo.com/the-front-front-
park/. 

5.h

Packet Pg. 25

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 4

6-
58

 G
et

zv
ill

e 
R

d
 S

ig
n

if
ic

an
ce

  (
29

75
6 

: 
46

 G
et

zv
ill

e)



 2 

also been serviced by Fredrick Law Olmsted’s son in 1924. 3 The home itself is an 

example of a Craftsman style, which was popular from “1905 to the early 1920s.” 4 

 

                                            
3 "Job #7292, A.E. Hedstrom, Snyder, NY (Plans)." Olmsted Research Guide Online. January 1, 1924. 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/olmsted_archives/albums/72157682346783592/. 
4 McAlester, Virginia S. 2020. A Field Guide to American Houses. Alfred A. Knopf. 
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Designation Application Form  Page 1 of 4 
 

LANDMARK DESIGNATION APPLICATON FORM 

TOWN OF AMHERST, NEW YORK 
 

Town of Amherst Historic Preservation Commission 

Town of Amherst Planning Department – (716) 631-7051 

 

Your name: ______________________________Telephone: __________________ Date: ____________ 

Your address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization (if any): ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

A. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 

1. Building’s common or current name: _____________________________________________________ 

2. Building’s historic name, if known: _______________________________________________________ 

3. Street location: __________________________________________________ SBL#________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

B. DESCRIPTION OF CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION OF HISTORIC LANDMARK, SITE, 
OR DISTRICT 

Applicants must clearly and thoroughly identify the criteria which is the basis for designation of a 

historic landmark, site or district.  Applications will not be considered by the Commission unless 

completed with all information deemed necessary by the Commission.  

 

Applicants must: 

 

● Indicate the criteria which is the basis of this application with a check box below 

● Provide a supporting written narrative explaining how this property meets EACH criteria 

indicated.  

● Attach supporting documentation for each criteria 

● Provide such additional documentation required by the Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Present owner & address: 

[list all owners of record and 

their addresses – use 

additional sheet if necessary] 

 

FOR USE OF  

BLDG. DEPT. ONLY 

REC’D BY _______ 

DATE __________ 

TIME __________ 

Hallie Wright (716) 430-0330

HPC

4511-4521 Main Street 

4519 Main Street

4519 Main Street LLC n/a
n/a 

n/a n/a n/a
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Designation Application Form  Page 2 of 4 
 

The HPC may recommend designation of an individual property as a HISTORIC LANDMARK if 

it: 

 

_____1. Is associated with the lives of individuals, or of people, or of events significant in the 

national, state or local history. 
 
_____2. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type. a period, or a method of 

construction. 
 
_____3. Represents the work of a master architect or designer, or possesses high artistic values. 
 
_____4. Represents a significant or distinguished entity whose components may lack 

individual or special distinction. 
 
_____5. Because of a unique location or singular physical characteristic. it represents an 

established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood.  

 

The HPC may recommend designation of a property or a group of properties as a HISTORIC SITE if 

it/they: 

_____1. Contain(s) significant historical or cultural sites where buildings or structures no longer 

exist such as a battlefield, cemetery, or former transportation facility; or sites which may yield 

information important to area history or prehistory. 

The HPC may recommend designation of a group of properties as an HISTORIC DISTRICT if they: 
 
_____1. Contain properties which meet one or more of the criteria for designation as a 

landmark; or 
 
_____2. Are an area that represents several periods or styles of architecture typical of 

different areas of history; or 
 
_____3. Are an area that has several buildings of the same architectural period or style, and thus 

constitute unified architectural streetscape consistency, or a significant community uniformity 

of style; or 
 
_____4. Are an area connected with significant events or cultural happenings or 

developments involving ethnic, religious groups, or other groups of special historical 

interest; and 
 
_____5. By reason of possessing such qualities, they constitute a distinct section of the Town 

of Amherst. 
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Designation Application Form  Page 3 of 4 
 

C. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

5. Building  ___ clapboard  ___ stone  ___stucco 

    material(s):  ___ shingles  ___ cobblestone ___ board and batten 

   ___ brick  ___ logs  ___ other: _________________ 

 

6. Structural  ___ wood frame: heavy timber  ___ plank 

    system:  ___ wood frame: light members  ___ metal (explain): ________________ 

    (if known)  ___ masonry load-bearing walls          _____________________________ 
   ___ log     ___ other: _______________________ 

 

7. Condition/  ___ excellent ___ deteriorated Check one: Check one: 

     Integrity:  ___ good ___ ruins  ___ unaltered ___ original site 

   ___ fair  ___ unexposed  ___ altered ___ moved 

                  date: ___________ 

List major alterations and dates (if known):__________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Source of this information: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Threats to  ___ none known ___ development ___ deterioration 

     building:  ___ zoning  ___ roads  ___ fire 

   ___ other/comments: _______________________________________________ 

 

9. Related   __ barn  ___ carriage house ___ shop ___ well 

    outbuildings  ___ garage ___ greenhouse  ___ gardens ___ other 

    and property: ___ shed ___ privy  ___ stables ___________________ 

   Landscape feature:__________________________________________________ 

   Other:____________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Surroundings: ___ open land  ___ densely build-up ___ residential 

      (check all that  ___ woodland  ___ commercial  ___ other:_________________ 

       apply)  ___ scattered buildings ___ industrial          ______________________ 

 

11. Interrelationship of building and surroundings:____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Storefront alterations, date unknown. 

Bradburn, Jamie. "The Loblaw Groceterias Building." Jamie Bradburn's Tales of Toronto. ...

Damage to building 

4519 Main Street was constructed between a main road in the Town of Amherst. Between 
Harlem Road and Lincoln Road, it is surrounded by another commercial building and a 
gas station. 
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Designation Application Form  Page 4 of 4 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Other notable features of building and site (i.e. style, details, interior features if known): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant                                                                                         Date 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Print Name 

 

 

Two (2)  copies of this form and all supporting documents must arrive by 4:00 pm (end of day) two 

weeks prior to the monthly Historic Preservation Commission meeting.  Upon submission of the 

complete application, one complete PDF shall be emailed to the Town of Amherst.  Email address shall 

be provided at the time of submission.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brick, Art Deco, and "frozen fountain" detail. 

10/02/2024
Signed at:
2024-10-02 15:50:05
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Designation Application Form  Page 5 of 4 
 

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE 

The Town of Amherst Historic Preservation Commission action taken: 

Motion: 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________ 

Chairpersons Signature___________________________________________________ 

Date_____________ 

CRITERIA NARRATIVES AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS MUST BE ATTACHED 
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  Figure 1. 1932 Snyder Sanborn Map 
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Figure 2. Nu-Way Ad, 4513 Main Street, Bu?alo Courier Express, 1958 

Figure 3. Children’s Bootery, 4519 Main Street, Bu?alo Courier Express  1959 
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Figure 4. Snyder Food Shop, 4519 Main Street, Bu?alo Jewish Review, 1960 

Figure 5. R. G. Bainbridge & CO., Inc, 4515 Main Street, The Bu?alo News, 1925 

Figure 6. The Snyder Food Shop, 4519 Main Street, The Bu?alo News 1960 
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Figure 7. Atlantic & Pacific Tea Company, 4517 Main Street, The Bu?alo News, 1932 
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Figure 9. Current 4511-4521 Building Footprint Map. Hallie Wright  

4511-4521 Building Footprint Map 

Figure 8. Loblaws Grand Opening, 4511 Main Street, The Bu?alo Times, 1932 
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Figure 10. Rear Building, Facing South, Hallie Wright  

Figure 11. Rear Building, Facing Northwest,  Hallie Wright  
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Figure 12.Primary 
(northeast) Façade, 
Hallie Wright  

Figure 13. Primary 
(north) Art Deco 
Detail, Hallie Wright  
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Figure 14. Primary 
(north) Art Deco 
Detail, Hallie Wright  

Figure 15. Primary 
(north) Art Deco 
Detail, Hallie Wright  
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Figure 16. Primary 
(north) Façade,  Hallie 
Wright  

Figure 17. Primary (north) Façade, Frozen 
Fountain Detail,  Hallie Wright  
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Figure 18. Northwest 
Elevation, Hallie 
Wright  

Figure 19. West 
Elevation, Hallie 
Wright  
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Figure 20. 
Architectural Drawing, 
Bacon& Larkey 
Architects,1931, TOA   

Figure 21. Building permits, The Martin and Schaefer Buildings 1949, TOA   
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Figure 22. Franklin Schaefer (building owner) news article, The Bu?alo News 1931   

Figure 23. Building Permit, 4515 Main Street, TOA   
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Figure 24. 4511-4521 Main Street (Unknown Date)    

Figure 25. 4511-4521 Main Street (Early 1940s)    

1 2 
3 4 

5 
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4511-4521 Main Street: A Historical Narrative  

 

The building at 4511-4521 Main Street, ca 1932, is a two-story commercial 

building. Located within the Snyder neighborhood, in the Town of Amherst, the building 

is around two miles from the Village of Williamsville building and the Town of Amherst 

building on Main Street. The Snyder neighborhood consists of a mix of residential and 

commercial buildings. The building is located on the South side of Main Street, on a 

block boarded by Harlem Road and Lincoln Road.  

 

4511-4521 Main Street is a fine example of the Art Deco style. This style was 

popularized in the 1920s. Art Deco is well known for its ornamentation on the façade 

and tends to include “zigzag patterns, geometrical curves, chevrons, and references to 

Egyptian motifs, including relief fluting and reeding.” 1 There are many examples of this 

style throughout Buffalo, especially with commercial buildings.  

 

From when this building was first constructed, it has been home to Loblaw’s Grocery 

Store, Nu-Way Grocery, The Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company, and other various 

offices and storefronts.  

 

 
 
 
  

                                            
1 Updated Reconnaissance Level Survey of Historic Resources, Town of Amherst. Pg 39-40.  
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Designation Application Form  Page 1 of 4 
 

LANDMARK DESIGNATION APPLICATON FORM 

TOWN OF AMHERST, NEW YORK 
 

Town of Amherst Historic Preservation Commission 

Town of Amherst Planning Department – (716) 631-7051 

 

Your name: ______________________________Telephone: __________________ Date: ____________ 

Your address: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization (if any): ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

A. PROPERTY IDENTIFICATION 

1. Building’s common or current name: _____________________________________________________ 

2. Building’s historic name, if known: _______________________________________________________ 

3. Street location: __________________________________________________ SBL#________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

B. DESCRIPTION OF CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION OF HISTORIC LANDMARK, SITE, 
OR DISTRICT 

Applicants must clearly and thoroughly identify the criteria which is the basis for designation of a 

historic landmark, site or district.  Applications will not be considered by the Commission unless 

completed with all information deemed necessary by the Commission.  

 

Applicants must: 

 

● Indicate the criteria which is the basis of this application with a check box below 

● Provide a supporting written narrative explaining how this property meets EACH criteria 

indicated.  

● Attach supporting documentation for each criteria 

● Provide such additional documentation required by the Commission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Present owner & address: 

[list all owners of record and 

their addresses – use 

additional sheet if necessary] 

 

FOR USE OF  

BLDG. DEPT. ONLY 

REC’D BY _______ 

DATE __________ 

TIME __________ 

(716) 713-4047Jessica Black

79 Fruehauf Avenue Amherst NY 14226

Fruehauf Chateau Homeowners

Key Bank Snyder Branch

Bank of Snyder

80.05-5-14467 Main Street

First Niagara Bank NA
PO Box 428 

Buffalo NY 14231
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Designation Application Form  Page 2 of 4 
 

The HPC may recommend designation of an individual property as a HISTORIC LANDMARK if 

it: 

 

_____1. Is associated with the lives of individuals, or of people, or of events significant in the 

national, state or local history. 
 
_____2. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type. a period, or a method of 

construction. 
 
_____3. Represents the work of a master architect or designer, or possesses high artistic values. 
 
_____4. Represents a significant or distinguished entity whose components may lack 

individual or special distinction. 
 
_____5. Because of a unique location or singular physical characteristic. it represents an 

established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood.  

 

The HPC may recommend designation of a property or a group of properties as a HISTORIC SITE if 

it/they: 

_____1. Contain(s) significant historical or cultural sites where buildings or structures no longer 

exist such as a battlefield, cemetery, or former transportation facility; or sites which may yield 

information important to area history or prehistory. 

The HPC may recommend designation of a group of properties as an HISTORIC DISTRICT if they: 
 
_____1. Contain properties which meet one or more of the criteria for designation as a 

landmark; or 
 
_____2. Are an area that represents several periods or styles of architecture typical of 

different areas of history; or 
 
_____3. Are an area that has several buildings of the same architectural period or style, and thus 

constitute unified architectural streetscape consistency, or a significant community uniformity 

of style; or 
 
_____4. Are an area connected with significant events or cultural happenings or 

developments involving ethnic, religious groups, or other groups of special historical 

interest; and 
 
_____5. By reason of possessing such qualities, they constitute a distinct section of the Town 

of Amherst. 
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Designation Application Form  Page 3 of 4 
 

C. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 

5. Building  ___ clapboard  ___ stone  ___stucco 

    material(s):  ___ shingles  ___ cobblestone ___ board and batten 

   ___ brick  ___ logs  ___ other: _________________ 

 

6. Structural  ___ wood frame: heavy timber  ___ plank 

    system:  ___ wood frame: light members  ___ metal (explain): ________________ 

    (if known)  ___ masonry load-bearing walls          _____________________________ 
   ___ log     ___ other: _______________________ 

 

7. Condition/  ___ excellent ___ deteriorated Check one: Check one: 

     Integrity:  ___ good ___ ruins  ___ unaltered ___ original site 

   ___ fair  ___ unexposed  ___ altered ___ moved 

                  date: ___________ 

List major alterations and dates (if known):__________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Source of this information: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

8. Threats to  ___ none known ___ development ___ deterioration 

     building:  ___ zoning  ___ roads  ___ fire 

   ___ other/comments: _______________________________________________ 

 

9. Related   __ barn  ___ carriage house ___ shop ___ well 

    outbuildings  ___ garage ___ greenhouse  ___ gardens ___ other 

    and property: ___ shed ___ privy  ___ stables ___________________ 

   Landscape feature:__________________________________________________ 

   Other:____________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Surroundings: ___ open land  ___ densely build-up ___ residential 

      (check all that  ___ woodland  ___ commercial  ___ other:_________________ 

       apply)  ___ scattered buildings ___ industrial          ______________________ 

 

11. Interrelationship of building and surroundings:____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

1998 - Drive in window 
1982 - 24-hour window teller

The Town of Amherst Property Record Online System (“PROS”) ...

Provides the makeup of the 4 corners of Main & Harlem, a highly visible intersection in Amherst. To the north are newer 
commericial properties, to the South is the Beck Store, original to Snyder (moved from original location), next to Sunoco Gas 
Station and an extraordinarily large parking lot to the South. Built right up to the SW corner, which is inline with modern 
zoning codes in a village setting.
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Designation Application Form  Page 4 of 4 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

12. Other notable features of building and site (i.e. style, details, interior features if known): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant                                                                                         Date 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Print Name 

 

 

Two (2)  copies of this form and all supporting documents must arrive by 4:00 pm (end of day) two 

weeks prior to the monthly Historic Preservation Commission meeting.  Upon submission of the 

complete application, one complete PDF shall be emailed to the Town of Amherst.  Email address shall 

be provided at the time of submission.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The building located at 4467 Main Street (ca. 1930; Photo 6-79), at the southwest corner of Harlem, is a single story 
Georgian Revival tan brick commercial building. The building first appears on the 1932 Sanborn map as a bank, and 
continues to retain that function as a Key Bank. Not only is the building significant architecturally, it is a rare example of 
early twentieth-century commercial architecture in Amherst that has maintained the same functional use for over 95-years.
 

03/18/2024
Signed at:
2024-03-18 21:56:18
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Designation Application Form  Page 5 of 4 
 

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE 

The Town of Amherst Historic Preservation Commission action taken: 

Motion: 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________ 

Chairpersons Signature___________________________________________________ 

Date_____________ 

CRITERIA NARRATIVES AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS MUST BE ATTACHED 
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Synder, New York : Background

Nestled within the Town of Amherst, Snyder stands as a testament to the town’s rich heritage.

As one of Amherst’s earliest established areas, Snyder exudes a quaint, village-like charm,

boasting a harmonious blend of residential and commercial spaces that encourage pedestrian

activity. The area is adorned with a tapestry of local landmarks, including educational

institutions, places of worship, cultural centers, and the quintessential post office, all woven into

a classic urban design featuring tree-lined streets and meticulously maintained homes.

Snyder’s southern locale within Amherst is framed by Getzville and Brantwood Road to the west,

Sheridan Drive to the north, the convergence of I-290 and I-90 to the east, and the boundary

with Cheektowaga to the south. The heart of Snyder’s revitalization efforts lies along the Main

Street corridor, stretching from Campus Drive to Burroughs Drive, which serves as the

commercial nucleus of the community.

The historical roots of Snyder trace back to 1804 with Timothy Hopkins’ settlement, marking the

beginning of its transformation from rural farmland to a bustling community. The arrival of

Abraham Snyder in 1823, followed by the establishment of his family’s homestead at the

crossroads of Main Street and Harlem Road, catalyzed the growth of “Snyderville.” The

evolution of Snyder continued through the 19th century, with local enterprises catering to the

agrarian lifestyle and the influx of stagecoach travelers along the Buffalo-Williamsville

thoroughfare.

The dawn of the 20th century heralded a new era for Snyder, shaping its distinctive identity. The

introduction of an electric trolley in 1892 linked Snyder to the expanding Buffalo streetcar

network, propelling the area into a sought-after residential enclave for the city’s affluent. This

period also saw the expansion of the business district at Main and Harlem, solidifying its role as

the communal hub for the burgeoning suburbs.

In the present day, Snyder’s residential zones remain highly coveted, a beacon of stability amidst

a static economic landscape. The business district, while evolving, continues to honor its

historical significance, transitioning from its pastoral origins to a modern-day haven for

exclusive, high-quality merchandise. Snyder’s journey from a rural hamlet to a suburban

cornerstone and now to a contemporary commercial destination reflects its enduring

adaptability and allure.

4467 Main Street: A Historical Narrative

Where Main Street and Harlem intersect in the quaint hamlet of Snyder, New York, stands a

testament to the town’s communal spirit and architectural heritage: the building at 4467 Main

Street. Originally serving as the Bank of Snyder, this structure is a fine example of Georgian

Revival architectural style, characterized by its symmetry, proportion, and adherence to classical

design principles.
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Constructed in 1929, the Bank of Snyder was more than a financial institution; it was a symbol

of local pride and autonomy. On July 2nd, 1929, the Bank of Snyder opened its doors to the

public for the first time, with “a capital of $100,000 and a surplus of $50,000.”
1
In an era

marked by economic optimism before the Great Depression, the residents of Snyder came

together to establish their own bank, a move that reflected the town’s growing affluence and

self-reliance. According to the Buffalo Courier Express, when the bank was first established in

1929 “150 of the 160 stockholders are residents of Snyder.”
2
This was a “point of pride” not for

the officers and directors of the bank, but for the folks that lived in Snyder as well.

The bank’s establishment coincided with a period of significant growth for Snyder, which had

been founded nearly a century earlier in 1837. The town, named after its first postmaster

Michael Snyder, grew from a simple crossroads to a vibrant suburb, its identity intertwined with

the ebb and flow of the nation’s economy. Once the proud Bank of Snyder, it now operates as a

Key Bank branch, but its walls echo a history far richer than its financial legacy. The building’s

inception as a bank is immortalized on the 1932 Sanborn map, and remarkably, it has continued

to serve this original purpose for over 9 decades.

Erected in 1929, this Georgian Revival structure is cloaked in brick, its single-story stature

exuding the elegance of classical design. Adorned in the Georgian Revival style, the building’s

symmetrical facade and classical elements reflect a revivalist passion for the grandeur of the

past, a nod to the colonial heritage that shaped early American architecture. The significance of

4467 Main Street transcends its architectural merit; it is a rare example of early

twentieth-century commercial design within Snyder, one that has steadfastly preserved its

functional legacy. The entrance, graced by Corinthian columns set in antis and crowned with a

pediment, invites passersby to step into a space where history and commerce intertwine.

Over the years, the Bank of Snyder would see the world change around it. The Great Depression,

the rise and fall of industries, and the ebb and flow of the town’s fortunes all played out around

this steadfast edifice. In 1934, the bank was acquired by the Marine Trust Company of Buffalo,

reflecting the broader economic consolidations of the time. The 1920s and 1930s were decades

of stark contrast for Snyder, mirroring the broader American experience. The Roaring Twenties

brought a wave of optimism, only to be dashed by the Great Depression’s shadow. As the nation

grappled with economic turmoil, Snyder was not immune. The once-thriving industries slowed,

and the dreams of prosperity were replaced by the stark reality of survival.

Amidst this backdrop, the Marine Trust Company of Buffalo emerged as a beacon of stability.

Due to the region’s commercial economy, the bank initially focused on trade finance for the

burgeoning grain industry in Buffalo. Founded in 1850, the institution weathered economic

storms to become a cornerstone of the Buffalo region’s financial landscape. It transformed into

the Marine Trust Company of Buffalo, and by 1929, as part of the Marine Midland Corporation,

it extended its reach far beyond the local community. In the early 1960s, Marine Midland

2 Buffalo Courier Express. (July 2, 1929). . Newspapers.com. Retrieved March 26, 2024, from
https://www.newspapers.com/article/buffalo-courier-express/144179308/

1 The Buffalo News. (July 1, 1929). . Newspapers.com. Retrieved March 26, 2024, from
https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-buffalo-news/144179656/
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Corporation initiated a series of mergers among its network of banks, culminating in the

formation of the Marine Trust Company of Western New York. This entity underwent several

name changes and expansions, ultimately uniting with nine regional banks in 1976 to establish

Marine Midland Bank, boasting assets of $10.5 billion. At the time, this was the largest bank

merger in U.S. History.
3
In 1980, the global banking giant HSBC embarked on a strategic

expansion into the American market by securing a majority stake of 51% in Marine Midland

Banks, Inc. This transition culminated in 1999 when Marine Midland Bank adopted the HSBC

brand, emerging as HSBC Bank USA, and signifying a new chapter in its storied history.

Today, as a Key Bank branch, 4467 Main Street continues to serve the financial needs of

Snyder’s residents, just as it did nearly a century ago. The former Bank of Snyder located at 4467

Main Street is more than a building; it is a narrative woven into the fabric of Snyder. It stands as

a testament to the resilience of a town that has seen the pendulum of history swing from

prosperity to hardship and back again. It is a monument to the collective spirit of its people, a

spirit that endures in the very bricks and mortar of this Georgian Revival masterpiece.

3HSBC Collections, Global Archives - Marine Midland Corp.
https://history.hsbc.com/collections/global-archives/hsbc-usa-inc-marine-midland-corporation

7.b

Packet Pg. 54

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 4

46
7 

M
ai

n
 N

ar
ra

ti
ve

  (
29

75
7 

: 
44

67
 M

ai
n

 S
t 

- 
B

an
k)

https://history.hsbc.com/collections/global-archives/hsbc-usa-inc-marine-midland-corporation


Synder, New York : Background 

Nestled within the Town of Amherst, Snyder stands as a testament to the town’s rich heritage. 

As one of Amherst’s earliest established areas, Snyder exudes a quaint, village-like charm, 

boasting a harmonious blend of residential and commercial spaces that encourage pedestrian 

activity. The area is adorned with a tapestry of local landmarks, including educational 

institutions, places of worship, and cultural centers, all woven into a classic urban design 

featuring tree-lined streets and meticulously maintained homes. 

Snyder’s southern locale within Amherst is framed by Getzville and Brantwood Road to the west, 

Sheridan Drive to the north, the convergence of I-290 and I-90 to the east, and the boundary 

with Cheektowaga to the south. The heart of Snyder’s revitalization efforts lies along the Main 

Street corridor, stretching from Campus Drive to Burroughs Drive, which serves as the 

commercial nucleus of the community. 

The historical roots of Snyder trace back to 1804 with Timothy Hopkins’ settlement, marking 

the beginning of its transformation from rural farmland to a bustling community. The arrival of 

Abraham Snyder in 1823, followed by the establishment of his family’s homestead at the 

crossroads of Main Street and Harlem Road, catalyzed the growth of “Snyderville.” The 

evolution of Snyder continued through the 19th century, with local enterprises catering to the 

agrarian lifestyle and the influx of stagecoach travelers along the Buffalo-Williamsville 

thoroughfare. 

The dawn of the 20th century heralded a new era for Snyder, shaping its distinctive identity. The 

introduction of an electric trolley in 1892 linked Snyder to the expanding Buffalo streetcar 

network, propelling the area into a sought-after residential enclave for the city’s affluent. This 

period also saw the expansion of the business district at Main and Harlem, solidifying its role as 

the communal hub for the burgeoning suburbs. 

In the present day, Snyder’s residential zones remain highly coveted, a beacon of stability amidst 

a static economic landscape. The business district, while evolving, continues to honor its 

historical significance, transitioning from its pastoral origins to a modern-day haven for 

exclusive, high-quality merchandise. Snyder’s journey from a rural hamlet to a suburban 

cornerstone and now to a contemporary commercial destination reflects its enduring 

adaptability and allure. 

 

4467 Main Street: A Historical Narrative 

Where Main Street and Harlem intersect in the quaint hamlet of Snyder, New York, stands a 

testament to the town’s communal spirit and architectural heritage: the building  at 4467 Main 

Street. Originally serving as the Bank of Snyder, this structure is a fine example of Georgian 

Revival architectural style, characterized by its symmetry, proportion, and adherence to classical 

design principles.  
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Constructed in 1929, the Bank of Snyder was more than a financial institution; it was a symbol 

of local pride and autonomy. On July 2nd, 1929, the Bank of Snyder opened its doors to the 

public for the first time, with “a capital of $100,000 and a surplus of $50,000.”1 In an era 

marked by economic optimism before the Great Depression, the residents of Snyder came 

together to establish their own bank, a move that reflected the town’s growing affluence and 

self-reliance. According to the Buffalo Courier Express, when the bank was first established in 

1929 “150 of the 160 stockholders are residents of Snyder.”2 This was a “point of pride” not for 

the officers and directors of the bank, but for the folks that lived in Snyder as well. 

 The bank’s establishment coincided with a period of significant growth for Snyder, which had 

been founded nearly a century earlier in 1837.  The town, named after its first postmaster 

Michael Snyder, grew from a simple crossroads to a vibrant suburb, its identity intertwined with 

the ebb and flow of the nation’s economy. Once the proud Bank of Snyder, it now operates as a 

Key Bank branch, but its walls echo a history far richer than its financial legacy. The building’s 

inception as a bank is immortalized on the 1932 Sanborn map, and remarkably, it has continued 

to serve this original purpose for over 9 decades. 

Over the years, the Bank of Snyder would see the world change around it. The Great Depression, 

the rise and fall of industries, and the ebb and flow of the town’s fortunes all played out around 

this steadfast edifice. In 1934, the bank was acquired by the Marine Trust Company of Buffalo, 

reflecting the broader economic consolidations of the time. The 1920s and 1930s were decades 

of stark contrast for Snyder, mirroring the broader American experience. The Roaring Twenties 

brought a wave of optimism, only to be dashed by the Great Depression’s shadow. As the nation 

grappled with economic turmoil, Snyder was not immune. The once-thriving industries slowed, 

and the dreams of prosperity were replaced by the stark reality of survival. 

Amidst this backdrop, the Marine Trust Company of Buffalo emerged as a beacon of stability. 

Due to the region’s commercial economy, the bank initially focused on trade finance for the 

burgeoning grain industry in Buffalo. Founded in 1850, the institution weathered economic 

storms to become a cornerstone of the Buffalo region’s financial landscape. It transformed into 

the Marine Trust Company of Buffalo, and by 1929, as part of the Marine Midland Corporation, 

it extended its reach far beyond the local community. In the early 1960s, Marine Midland 

Corporation initiated a series of mergers among its network of banks, culminating in the 

formation of the Marine Trust Company of Western New York. This entity underwent several 

name changes and expansions, ultimately uniting with nine regional banks in 1976 to establish 

Marine Midland Bank, boasting assets of $10.5 billion. At the time, this was the largest bank 

merger in U.S. History.3 In 1980, the global banking giant HSBC embarked on a strategic 

expansion into the American market by securing a majority stake of 51% in Marine Midland 

                                                
1 The Buffalo News. (July 1, 1929). . Newspapers.com. Retrieved March 26, 2024, from https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-

buffalo-news/144179656/ 
 
2 Buffalo Courier Express. (July 2, 1929). . Newspapers.com. Retrieved March 26, 2024, from 

https://www.newspapers.com/article/buffalo-courier-express/144179308/ 
3HSBC Collections, Global Archives - Marine Midland Corp. 
https://history.hsbc.com/collections/global-archives/hsbc-usa-inc-marine-midland-corporation 
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Banks, Inc. This transition culminated in 1999 when Marine Midland Bank adopted the HSBC 

brand, emerging as HSBC Bank USA, and signifying a new chapter in its storied history. 

Today, as a Key Bank branch, 4467 Main Street continues to serve the financial needs of 

Snyder’s residents, just as it did nearly a century ago. The former Bank of Snyder located at 4467 

Main Street is more than a building; it is a narrative woven into the fabric of Snyder. It stands as 

a testament to the resilience of a town that has seen the pendulum of history swing from 

prosperity to hardship and back again. It is a monument to the collective spirit of its people, a 

spirit that endures in the very bricks and mortar of this Georgian Revival masterpiece. 

 

Architectural Summary 

Erected in 1929, this Georgian Revival structure is cloaked in brick, its single-story stature 

exuding the elegance of classical design. Adorned in the Georgian Revival style, the building’s 

symmetrical facade and classical elements reflect a revivalist passion for the grandeur of the 

past, a nod to the colonial heritage that shaped early American architecture. The significance of 

4467 Main Street transcends its architectural merit; it is a rare example of early twentieth-

century commercial design within Snyder, one that has steadfastly preserved its functional 

legacy. The entrance, graced by Corinthian columns set in antis and crowned with a triangular 

pediment, invites passersby to step into a space where history and commerce intertwine. A 

Copper clad cornices wrap the length of the building and match with the style of many other 

century old buildings in Snyder.  

 

Period of Significance: 1920-1930 
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Keybank Snyder Branch
4467 Main St Snyder, NY 14226
SBL 80.05-5-1
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The building located at 4467 Main Street (ca. 1930; Photo 6-79), at the southwest corner of
Harlem, is a single story Georgian Revival tan brick commercial building. The building first
appears on the 1932 Sanborn map as a bank, and continues to retain that function as a bank.
Not only is the building significant architecturally, it is a rare example of early twentieth-century
commercial architecture in Amherst that has maintained the same functional use for over
80-years.
Source: https://www.amherst.ny.us/pdf/committees/additional/historic/existing.pdf page 52

Name of Resource/Address
Present Key Bank 4467 Main Street (southwest corner of Harlem Rd.)

Approx Date of Construction
ca. 1930

Resource Type/Description
1 story roofed brick clad Georgian Revival commercial building. Entrance on Main Street
elevation has in-antis Corinthian order columns and a pediment above.

Reason for Inclusion
Georgian Revival commercial architecture. Association with the history of Snyderville. Building
was constructed as a bank and has continued that functional use.

Color Code
Blue - Extremely high architectural and/or historic significance. These properties would likely
also meet the criteria to be considered National Register eligible. A locally significant district. A
resource that is rare and lacks individual distinction. All districts are considered Blue as are most
farmsteads.
Source: https://www.amherst.ny.us/pdf/committees/additional/historic/appendix1.pdf
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The Buffalo News Jul 1, 1929 - Page 42
https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-buffalo-news/140579517/
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The Buffalo News Jul 1, 1929 - Page 40
https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-buffalo-news/140579285/
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Buffalo Courier Express Apr 4, 1929 - Page 5
https://www.newspapers.com/article/buffalo-courier-express/140578866/
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The Buffalo Times Jan 14, 1929 - Page 19
https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-buffalo-times/140579100/

7.d

Packet Pg. 63

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 4

46
7 

M
ai

n
_l

an
d

m
ar

k_
d

es
ig

n
at

io
n

  (
29

75
7 

: 
44

67
 M

ai
n

 S
t 

- 
B

an
k)

https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-buffalo-times/140579100/


Buffalo Courier Express Oct 9, 1934 - Page 19
https://www.newspapers.com/article/buffalo-courier-express/140578118/
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The Buffalo News Oct 8, 1934 - Page 13
https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-buffalo-news/140577014/
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Buffalo Courier Express Sep 17, 1934 - Page 19
https://www.newspapers.com/article/buffalo-courier-express/140577163/
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The Buffalo News Jan 12, 1942 - Page 1
https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-buffalo-news/140577538/
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Figure 1. Southwest Elevation      

Figure 2. Southwest Elevation      

7.k

Packet Pg. 74

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 4

46
7 

M
ai

n
 B

an
k 

D
O

C
  (

29
75

7 
: 

44
67

 M
ai

n
 S

t 
- 

B
an

k)



 
  

Figure 3. West Elevation      

Figure 4. Window Detail      
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Figure 4. West Roof Detail 

7.k

Packet Pg. 76

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 4

46
7 

M
ai

n
 B

an
k 

D
O

C
  (

29
75

7 
: 

44
67

 M
ai

n
 S

t 
- 

B
an

k)



7.l

Packet Pg. 77
A

tt
ac

h
m

en
t:

 n
yS

an
b

o
rn

_m
ap

  (
29

75
7 

: 
44

67
 M

ai
n

 S
t 

- 
B

an
k)



4467 Main Street 

Architectural Narrative 

The bank building that has stood at the southwest corner of Harlem Road and Main 
Street in Amherst, NY was constructed in 1929 with additions in 1960 and later (a non-
contributing drive-through addition).  It is a one-story building in which the brick facade 
follows the angle of the property lines.  The mortar joints in the 1929 portion contain a 
visible aggregate invoking historic mortar mixes.  Brick quoining was introduced in the 
1960 addition at each corner, creating a visible queue demarcating the location of the 
newer building.  Limestone coping appears at the top of the parapet wall, although 
capped in aluminum break-metal as part of a newer roof assembly.  This feature carries 
into the 1960 building as cast stone.  A short protruding cornice is visible on the 1929 
building that carries over as a cast stone element onto the 1960 building.  Similarly, the 
continuous limestone lintel above the windows carries over into the 1960 building as 
cast stone at the same width.  Limestone (although painted) is prevalent at the window 
surrounds, and front door surround.  The front entry shows 2 Corinthian-style columns 
holding up a pediment with an entablature wide enough for bank signage.  The column 
caps contain carved acanthus leaves and Doric bracketing.  Beyond the columns is a 
wide band of limestone wrapping the entry door and arched transom window.  The wood 
transom appears to be original, but the original door was replaced with an aluminum 
storefront material.  The windows in the 1929 building appear to be the original wood 
windows.  They are all double-hung 6 over 9 muntin pattern except for the smaller 
window along the east facing façade that is a double-hung 6 over 6 muntin pattern.  The 
north facing windows are all singularly wrapped in a limestone surround and feature a 
partial limestone belt course along the sill that continues into the 1960 building as cast 
stone.  The east facing windows are tripled without the limestone surround, but all have 
a limestone still.  The west facing windows in the 1960 building are the same dimension 
as the north facing windows but are detailed with a spandrel panel that extends through 
the belt course down to grade.  These windows have a 9 over 9 muntin pattern.   Lastly, 
the original chimney appears to be intact in the 1929 building.   
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